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their national resources, and, if the economic conditions
are suitable, they are fully justified not only in supplying
their own wants, but also in taking a share in the inter-
national trade of the world. The determination of these
economic conditions, however, is one of the problems on
which there is much difference of opinion, and this leads to
a conflict of national policies.

Let us glance at the main points in the general economic
evolution as it affects the position of Great Britain.    The
industrial revolution of the nineteenth century was essentially
dependent on the utilisation of coal as a source of mechanical
power.    The industries of Britain  rose first, and those of
the Continent were delayed partly because Britain had cheap
capital available from her economic commerce and partly
because she supported wars on the  Continent, making, no
doubt, ultimately for freedom, by preventing a widespread
despotism, but none the less delaying industrial competition.
Since about 1878, however, the essential unity of the regions
on either side of the Channel and the North Sea has again
become evident in the industrial rivalries of Great Britain,
Belgium, and Germany.    In almost all other parts of the
world great industrial developments are taking place ; and
we have come to a period of great empires and immense
commercial and industrial trusts, which in great part domi-
nate national and international affairs.    Even supposing the
present political conditions of the British Empire to con-
tinue (which is a very large supposition) it must be evident
that its economic centre will no longer be in the British
Islands but in Canada, because there will be the greatest
seat of national productivity and of man-power.    Moreover,
Australasia  will   have   developed   immensely as  will  also
have India, and this will profoundly affect the economic
conditions of Great Britain.

The industrial development of the United States of
America has been phenomenal, and with their immense
resources it is as yet only beginning. It started without
many of the encumbrances of Great Britain, and with the